THE THIRD  REPUBLIC

prisoners before firing squads; whereupon tie Commune seized hostages,
among them the Archbishop of Paris and the Presiding Judge of the
Court of Appeals, who were both shot prior to the final defeat of the
Commune.

Its defeat was inevitable because the provinces did not support the
capital. At the outbreak of the insurrection, in the republican south,
Lyons and Marseilles began to be anxious and wondered whether the
monarchist Assembly would try, in Paris, to crush the Republic. Daniel
HaleVy says that Thiers then made promises to freemasonry and that the
provincial radicals sacrificed Paris in return for being guaranteed the
Republic. The monarchists got wind of these negotiations and demanded
an explanation; Thiers, who scorned the country gentleman's party,
answered them sarcastically: 'Before you attack me, wait a few weeks.
Then your capacity and courage will be equal to events/ Thiers's own
capacity and courage were beyond doubt, but when he triumphed over
the rebellion, he showed a want of generosity; having promised honest,
legal trials, he allowed the slaughter of prisoners by the Versailles troops.
A torrent of blood was shed; repression produced seventeen thousand
dead plus arrests and deportations without number. No defeat in the war
of 1870 cost France so many lives; this cruelty left lasting hatreds behind
it, and every year the people of Paris came to do honour to the victims
of the 'men from Versailles' along the Wall of the 'Federated'. From the
June Days of 1848 and the days of the Commune dates that 'secession of
the proletariat'1 from which France has so greatly suffered and which has
made her political life so different from that of England or the United
States. Thiers, however, emerged even stronger from this 'appalling
victory'; he had shown the conservative majority not only that the
Republic was not the Revolution, but that it could subdue a revolution.
Through the defeat of the Commune, he had been freed of the extreme
Left; all he needed to do, to remain in power, was to rid himself of the
extreme Right.

But before any political steps could be taken internally, the important
thing was to rid the country of the Germans. The final treaty had been
signed at Frankfort on May loth; there remained, to bring the occupation
to a close, payment of the war indemnity. This was done by degrees.
For his first loan, Thiers asked two milliard francs; he obtained five. On
June aptk he reviewed the army on the green at Longchamp ; it was a
magnificent procession, and the crowd gave an ovation to the 'great little
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